Chelsea Flower Show & Cotswolds Gardens
Visit World Famous Chelsea Flower show in London and historic and picturesque gardens of the Cotswolds
May 21 to 29, 2017 - 9 Days/8 Nights
Co-sponsored by Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland & The Horticultural Society of Maryland

· A full day at famous Chelsea Flower Show where the best garden design talent and the newest horticultural knowledge is on stage
· Royal Horticultural Society Garden at Wisley 
· Vineyard tour and tasting at Denbigh’s Wine Estate
· Hever Castle, home of Anne Boleyn
· Sissinghurst Castle & Gardens
· Great Dixter, of Christopher Lloyd fame

· Broughton Castle and Grange, includes a 6 acre walled garden

· Highgrove, the garden of HRH The Prince of Wales
· Hidcote, a great Arts and Crafts Garden & Kiftsgate Court Gardens

· Whichford Pottery, with handmade terra cotta pots 
· Folly Farm, of Gertrude Jekyll and Edward Lutyens fame

· Naturalistic plantings at Waltham Place with a caterpillar hedge
Limited to a small group
For complete itinerary and cost, contact Claire Jones

Jonesb1@comcast.net or 443-927-6285

Or visit www.mdhorticulture.org/trips or https://thegardendiaries.wordpress.com/trips/
THE ITINERARY
Day 1– Sunday 21st May   

Arrival into London.
Tour participants will independently arrange travel to Heathrow airport into central London and check-in to your hotel.

Welcome dinner.

London (D)
Day 2 – Monday 22nd May  

Today visit the famous Royal Horticultural Society Garden, Wisley. This flagship garden spans 240 acres and features a diversity of garden types from model gardens to rock gardens to stunning borders. We can expect to see colorful May flowers such as rhododendrons and azaleas, tulips, allium, camassia, iris & peony in bloom. We’ll explore the Glasshouse, a recent addition to Wisley, and the nearby perennial borders created by influential planting designers Piet Oudolf and Tom Stuart-Smith.  

Continue for lunch at Denbigh’s Wine Estate followed by a tour of the vineyard and wine tasting.

This afternoon continue for a visit to either Hever Castle or Down House, home of Charles Darwin

Return to London later this afternoon.

London (B/L/-)
Day 3 – Tuesday 23rd May   

Full day of garden visits in Kent/Sussex region.
· Sissinghurst Castle Gardens are treasures today thanks to the commitment, imagination and marriage of writer Vita Sackville-West and diplomat Harold Nicholson. He laid out the gardens’ architecture and she filled it with lush, romantic plantings. Besides exploring the series of intimate garden rooms, make sure you climb the tower and take in the panoramic views from the top.  


· The gardens of Pashley Manor. On the border of Sussex and Kent, Pashley Manor is an example of Romantic English landscaping and artistic planting framed by fine old trees, fountains and ponds. The unusual Tudor/Georgian manor house, which is a private family home, creates a memorable backdrop to the beautiful and dynamic gardens.

· We end the day at Great Dixter perhaps the best known and most loved of all English gardens. It exists as a living testament to the life and passions of the late owner, plantsman, and writer Christopher Lloyd. Today, Fergus Garrett, who worked for Lloyd during the last years of his life, carries on the tradition of experimentation. He welcomes visitors with horticultural interests from all over the world.  
London (B/-/-)
Day 4 – Wednesday 24th May  
Full day to attend Chelsea Flower Show. Transfers provided one way to show. Independent return.

London (B/-/D)
Day 5 – Thursday 25th May

Depart London this morning for visits to:

Broughton Grange, a captivating garden by a designer many think to be the best working in England today, Tom Stuart-Smith. Part of a larger 19th century garden, this new 21st century addition transformed a paddock into an ambitious six-acre walled garden. Three themed terraces traverse a slope and open to the surrounding rural landscape.  

Broughton Castle is a medieval, moated manor house, home of the Fiennes family. Among the garden highlights are the Ladies’ Garden, a walled enclosure on the South side of the castle created in the 1890’s. The crisp fleur-de-lys parterres are planted with ‘Heritage’ and “Gruss an Aachen’ roses. On the perimeter are beds with colorful shrubs, old roses, and herbaceous perennials.  This will be our introduction to the classic, pretty English border.
Our third stop is Pettifers a stylish townhouse garden designed by the owner Gina Price. With little experience in design, Price started in the early 1990’s with a conventional, old fashioned garden. Gradually through visiting other gardens and asking for criticism from nowledgeable friends, Price began editing. Today, Pettifers is known for its innovative plant choices, remarkable plant combinations, and vivid color blends, all within a confident structure.  

Continue to the regency town of Cheltenham for a 3 night stay.
Cheltenham (B/-/D)

Day 6 – Friday 26th May

This morning there will be a visit (subject to availability) to Highgrove, the garden of HRH the Prince of Wales.

· The Prince of Wales bought his estate in 1980 and has devoted great energy to establishing lush, organic gardens. He’s had the help of notable designers including Rosemary Verey and Julian and Isabel Bannerman. The results are thought by many to be enchanting. Just a few of the gardens we’ll see are dancing wildflower meadows, a fragrant Thyme Walk flanked by witty Yew Topiaries, and a fabulous, sculptural Stumpery in the woods.  
Lunch included at Highgrove. This afternoon visit to another Cotswold garden e.g. Cerney House or Througham Court.

Cheltenham (B/L/-)
Day 7 - Saturday 27th May  
This morning there will be visits to Hidcote and Kiftsgate:
· From 1907, Lawrence Johnston, a talented plantsman with a strong sense of design, created Hidcote, considered by many to be an early 20th century  masterpiece. A series of hedged, intimate, outdoor rooms, each with its own individual character, are linked by narrow passageways and eventually lead to views of the countryside beyond. Throughout, Johnston used a vast variety of plants, many found on his plant collecting trips. It’s interesting to note the number of plants still used today that were introduced in this garden.     

· A visit to Kiftsgate Court Gardens is not complete without an understanding of how three generations of women have shaped this garden into a beloved treasure. The garden was started in the 1920’s by Heather Muir, who boldly employed an intuitive approach to creating gardens instead of using a more formalized plan. In the 1950’s, Muir’s daughter, Diany Binny, continued the evolution of the garden and introduced a semi-circular pool in the lower garden, commissioned sculptural features, and opened Kiftsgate for public enjoyment for the first time. Today, Anne Chambers, daughter of Binny and granddaughter of Muir, continues to shape the landscape. Her new Water Garden is a contemporary oasis and evidence of her desire to bring the garden into the 21st century.  

Continue this afternoon for a visit to Whichford Pottery, Shipston on Stour. Established in 1976 by Jim and Dominique Keeling, Whichford Pottery is a family business with a world renowned reputation for quality, design. With a skilled team of over 30, they produce entirely handmade terracotta flowerpots which are beautiful, durable and full of character. 
Return to Cheltenham, with a brief stop off en route in the picturesque Cotswold town of Stow-on-the-Wold.

Cheltenham (B/-/-)
Day 8 – Sunday 28th May

Depart Cheltenham this morning stopping en route in Cirencester for a visit to the Brewery Arts Centre.

Later this morning continue to Folly Farm.
· Folly Farm an outstanding example of the collaboration between celebrated 20th century garden designer Gertrude Jekyll and the great British architect Edward Lutyens. The best known areas are the canal garden and the sunken rose garden. Originally designed in 1912, the current owners have led a recent restoration and replanting with assistance from the influential contemporary English garden designer Dan Pearson. Not to be missed is Pearson’s bold, new planting in the Lutyens’ Sunken Pool Garden.

· Later this afternoon we continue on to Waltham Place where we will explore naturalistic plantings by the late Dutch designer Henk Gerritsen. Along with Piet Oudolf, Gerritsen is credited as a founder of the Dutch Wave movement. At Waltham Place, he transformed a square walled garden that dates back to the 17th century by using plantings that seem wild and unplanned. A cloud pruned caterpillar hedge snakes through the space, playfully contrasting with the looseness of the other plants. We’ll see other gardens here and have time to consider the contribution of Gerritsen to modern planting design.      
Continue to London and check-in to the hotel, 
Farewell dinner tonight at a local restaurant.

 London (B/-/D)

Day 9 – Monday 29th May

Depart for airport and return flights to USA.
Tour organized by Pathfinders at www.pathfinders-tours.co.uk which has worked with Federated Garden Club and MD Hort for years. Patricia Blain, guide to the recent Scotland tour has been assigned to this tour.
Costs:

Costs in GBP (Pounds Sterling)


Costs in US Dollars( as of Oct 2016) 
	Paying Passengers
	15+
	20+
	15+
	20+

	Cost p.p. in twin
	£2385.00
	£2190.00
	$2891.00
	$2655.00

	 Single Supp.
	£550.00
	£550.00
	$671
	$671

	
	
	
	
	


Based on the following hotels:

· Copthorne Tara Hotel, London

· Mercure Queens Hotel, Cheltenham

Arrangements include:

· 8 hotel nights based on sharing twin room (4 star*)

· Breakfasts daily, 4 dinners & 2 lunches (As indicated by BLD on the itinerary)

· Coach services for duration of tour as specified on itinerary

· Entrances to:  RHS Wisley, Hever Castle Sissinghurst, Pashley Manor, Great Dixter, Broughton Grange, Broughton Castle, Pettifers, Hidcote, Kiftsgate, Highgrove, Cerney House, Folly Farm, Waltham Place

· Vineyard tour and wine tasting

· Day ticket to Chelsea Flower Show (non-members day)

· Services of a UK tour manager throughout
· Porterage 1 suitcase per person

          Does Not Include:

· Travel Insurance

· Misc. expenses, drinks, laundry, other meals

· Guide/driver gratuity


· Airfare to London
Subject to:

Increases in local taxation and fuel costs.

English Law
PAYMENT SCHEDULE AND CANCELLATION POLICY

PAYMENT SCHEDULE
$200 Deposit is require to reserve a space, made out to Claire Jones. I will return this check to you 45 days ahead of the trip when you must make your full payment directly to the travel company. The deposit that you pay in advance is just a good faith deposit so that I can reserve the proper amount of spaces on the trip. Let me know if you want a single or double.

Deposit 10% 90 Days prior to start directly with the travel company

Final payment is required 45 days prior directly with the travel company

Payment is preferred by direct debit/wire to Lloyds bank. You can also pay by credit card-Visa/ American Express/ Master Card but there is an additional 3% fee. For questions or help completing your reservation, please contact Claire Jones at 443-927-6285 or email at jonesb1@comcast.net  
CANCELLATION POLICY

Before 90 days
No charge unless non-recoverable pre-payments have been made, e.g. farm home stays, or special events such as theatre tickets, special or sports event tickets etc.

Between 16 - 90 days
Non-recoverable costs as above plus any hotel cancellation penalties, plus 10% of the tour price per person to cover administrative costs.

Between 8 - 15 days

As above plus 30% of the tour cost.

Between arrival - 7 days

Full cancellation charges apply

For departure from tour for health or other reasons - recoverable ground costs will be refunded less any expenses, i.e. medical, taxis, etc., not paid at the time by the client, and 10% administration fee.

Please note where a cancellation results in the total number of paying passengers falling below the minimum number for the price category, unless there is 100% cancellation fee, the cost of the whole tour will be revised to the price for lower numbers (i.e. 30 persons - with 2 cancellations, the price for 25 would apply).  If numbers fall below a category previously quoted, we reserve the right to furnish a new price.

We do strongly recommend that passengers take out some form of cancellation and medical insurance.
