April 7, 2021, CVGC Program –
Beautiful Bows
Have your scissors and ribbons ready and follow along to make the bows of your choice.
We will watch two videos of bows made using just your very own fingers, then watch
live demonstrations by Sandy Robertson, Gail Schulz, and JoAnn Cook while they display
several other bow-making techniques.
The bows on the videos produce small, adorable bows, 2.5” to 3” wide. Supplies
needed:
• 24” of ribbon, anywhere from 3/8” to 1.5” wide. Satin is nice, avoid thick ribbon.
• Bows made on the “British” version can use ribbon with a front and back; those
made on the “Spanish” version should be the same on both sides.
• A cigarette lighter or other lighter.
The Bernie Bow (no handout) will be demonstrated and needs the following supplies:
• 1 to 4 yards ribbon, 1” to 2.5” (wired is easiest)
• Floral wire
A supply list is provided for each of the bows on the handouts. In addition, the following
items might be useful:
• Floral tape to wrap around the wire to make it easier to handle
• Pipe cleaners instead of floral wire
• Pliers to tighten the wires
• Wire cutters or an old scissors if using wired ribbon
• Generally speaking, thick and wide ribbon is more difficult to work with but can
produce beautiful results

2.5” template
5 yards of 3/8” grosgrain
Needle the thread
Bead
Finished bow is 2”

3” template
5 yards of 3/8” wired metallic
Needle and thread
Finished bow is 2.5”

3.5” template for both
←3 yards of 1/2” metallic
Needle and thread
Finished bow is 3”
3 yards of 3/4” acetate→
Stapler
Finished bow is 4”

4” template
3 yards of 5/8” satin
Needle and thread
Button
Finished bow is 3.5”

 Start with a 3” tail (it
might be needed to fill in
the center).
 Use needle and thread for
the smaller bows, when
the material is too thick
for a stapler, or when you
want to adorn the bow.
 Use a stapler for the larger
bows, or when the
material is thin enough to
secure a staple.
 Use double-sided tape to
attach the bow.
 Have fun with the center!
Fill with a piece of candy, a
tiny gift, a picture, etc.

Cut and trace the stars onto thick paper such as an old pocket folder, or put a thick piece of
paper in your printer and print this page. Then cut out the center of each star, large enough
for a needle and thread, or for a staple.

2.5”

3.5”

3”
4”

These are just a few examples of the
beautiful bows you can make using
this technique. Supplies needed:
• 4 yards of 2.5”ribbon
• Additional ribbon for tails
• 20–26 gauge wire, the larger the
number, the thinner the wire
• 2’ of ¼” accent ribbon (optional)
• Masking tape or scotch tape
• Wire cutters if using wired ribbon

This decorative bow can be used on
packages, but why stop there! Dress
up the books on your bookshelf,
attach it to a bottle of wine,
personalize it using a variety of
decorative ties that are available in
craft stores. Possibilities are endless.
Supplies needed:
• 7.5 yards of 1.5” wired ribbon
• Decorative ties (optional)

